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The Notice of Allowance/Allowability mailed on January 14, 2005 is 
acknowledged and appreciated. At the bottom of page 2 through the top of page 3 of the 
Detailed Action attached to the Notice of Allowability mailed on January 14, 2005, it 
states that "the examiner does not agree with applicant's characterization that Hwang et 
al. is oxidatives usceptible while Neutzler is oxidative-resistant. Both Neutzler and 
Hwang et al. are asserted as drawn to teaching corrosion-resistant separator plates." 

However, for the purpose of clarifying the record, it is submitted that Applicants 
did not characterize Hwang et al. as exclusively oxidative-susceptible. Instead, 
Applicants stated, at the bottom of page 9 through page 10 of Applicants' response filed 
on October 14, 2004, that: 
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Sir: 



10/088,110 



. . . Hwang is directed to a different type of anti-corrosion problem in an 
environment (e.g., high temperature carbonate) that is not relevant to 
Neutzler. For example , the corresponding "conductive film" of Hwang is 
an aluminum layer 53 formed on a nickel layer 52 which is in turn coated 
on a stainless steel plate 50. As such, Hwang uses an oxidative - 
susceptible " conductive film " to form the alleged diffusion/intermediate 
layer whereas Neutzler expressly discloses an oxidative -resistant 
" conductive film " 94,96 ( see col. 5, lines 28-30 of Neutzler) . 

Accordingly, Neutzler' s device already has an anti-corrosive film 
94,96 for the separator and has no disclosed need or desire for an 
additional diffusion/intermediate layer. Hwang, on the other hand, relies 
exclusively on the diffusion/intermediate layer to provide the anti- 
corrosive property to the separator . Therefore, both Hwang and Neutzler , 
alone or in combination, suggest only a single anti-corrosive film . 

. . . Indeed, as described in the Background of the Invention section 
of Hwang, aluminum is disclosed as the anti-corrosive layer thereby 
evidencing that the anti-corrosion problems being solved by Hwang are 
unrelated to Neutzler (e.g., dissolving vs. oxidizing, etc.). 

(emphasis added; original emphasis from Applicants' response dated 
October 14, 2004 removed). 



No extension of time is deemed necessary. Nonetheless, to the extent necessary, a 
petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is hereby made. Please charge 
any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including extension of 
time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees to such deposit 



account. 
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